H2626

Party who were in the Congress at that
time voted for.

In short, the legislation that will
come before us is saying much the
same, but after 4 years of a lack of suc-
cess, why do I say a lack of success?
Secretary Gates in his confirmation
hearing said that we are not winning in
Iraq. That was just a few months ago,
and he was right. Again, I would reit-
erate in my opinion because we have
never, not at the outset, not over the
last 4 years has this administration de-
ployed assets sufficient to meet the
challenge. This legislation is designed
to protect our troops, requiring troop
deployment to adhere to the Defense
Department’s current standards for
training, not new standards, not new
timelines, not new requirements, but
the Department of Defense currently
articulated standards to Lkeep our
troops safe, trained and well equipped,
standards for equipment and armor,
with the President required to certify
if he believes the Nation’s security re-
quires DoD standards be waived. None
of us want to stand in the way if a cri-
sis is imminent and deployment must
be accomplished. However, all of us
want to see our troops safe, equipped
and trained.

The bill also holds the Iraqi govern-
ment accountable, measuring its per-
formance by the benchmarks President
Bush outlined in his January 10 speech,
again, the President’s benchmarks, not
those imposed by Congress, but the ad-
ministration’s own benchmarks for the
Iraqis.

In addition, the legislation provides a
responsible strategy for a phased rede-
ployment of U.S. forces, provides great-
er protections for our troops and vet-
erans, and refocuses our efforts on
fighting al Qaeda and the Taliban in
Afghanistan.

There are those of course who will
claim that this legislation attempts to
micromanage the war. They are wrong.
There is nothing in this legislation
that will be considered this week that
micromanages this war. Neither Gen-
eral Petraeus nor any of his com-
manders on the ground or at
CENTCOM will in any way be con-
strained from the tactics or the strate-
gies that they deem best to employ on
the ground in Iraq. The only strings at-
tached are those benchmarks and
standards endorsed by the President
himself, our Commander in Chief. And
let me add, is there anyone who be-
lieves that Congress would be strongly
asserting itself today if the President’s
policy was succeeding. The answer, 1
think, is clear.

This legislation is the justified re-
sponse of the people’s representatives
to a policy that is failing and a Presi-
dent who insists that we must continue
to stay the course. There is not a new
policy here. As I said before, we have
increased troops on three different oc-
casions. Unfortunately, lamentably, it
did not bring the stability and security
that it was planned to bring.

There are others who will argue that
this bill will compromise our position
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in the war on terror. To them I say
that this legislation goes above and be-
yond the President’s funding request,
supporting our troops deployed at the
tip of the spear, and reaffirming our
commitment to fighting and defeating
al Qaeda. And there certainly are those
who will argue that this bill doesn’t go
far enough, that even one more day of
fighting is one too many. To them I
say respectfully that this legislation
for the first time sets a date for the re-
sponsible redeployment of American
troops from Iraq. It is not tomorrow, it
is not the day after, but it is a date, a
date that provides the Iraqis with the
time they need to ready themselves for
the responsibility they must assume.

Madam Speaker, the Iraq war is al-
ready longer than our participation in
World War I, World War II and the Ko-
rean War. The specter of 5% years in
Iraq, if our troops remain deployed
until August 31, 2008, can hardly be
called a precipitous cut and run.

As we enter the fifth year of this war,
let us insist on a policy designed to
achieve success. As we enter the fifth
year of this war, let us respond to the
plea of the American people for a new
direction in Iraq. And as we enter the
fifth year of this war, let us dem-
onstrate to the world that American
strength and American wisdom are not
set in opposition. I urge my colleagues,
vote for a new direction in Iraq, sup-
port the U.S. Troop Readiness, Vet-
erans’ Health and Iraq Accountability
Act.

Mr. President, I did not vote for fail-
ure. I pray for the safety of our troops
and for their success, but I also strong-
ly believe that the legislation we will
bring to this floor on Thursday is a
reasoned, thoughtful way forward, a
way forward that was initially sug-
gested by the Iraq Study Group, five
Republicans and five Democrats, head-
ed up by former Secretary of State and
adviser to this administration and pre-
vious administrations, James Baker. It
is time that the Congress of the United
States does not simply rubber-stamp
the President’s request, but on behalf
of the American people exercises its
best judgment to make policy for a
change, to make policy for success, and
make policy to ensure victory against
those who would terrorize Americans,
terrorize our Nation, and terrorize the
rest of the world through the employ-
ment of their terrorist acts.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 45
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 2 p.m.

———
0 1400

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Ms. WATSON) at 2 p.m.
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PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

Lord of goodness and harbinger of
peace, be with the Congress of the
United States this week. Guide deci-
sions that will resist evil, establish
good order, and strengthen relation-
ships between people of good will. May
the impulse toward reconciliation em-
power Members that they may lead
this Nation to transform unjust struc-
tures and restore respect for the dig-
nity of all men and women created in
Your likeness.

Lord, through rational argument,
may our government and others across
the globe reawaken the spiritual en-
ergy in people that is needed to become
true promoters of peace and justice
throughout the world. We pray, calling
upon Your Holy Name, now and for-
ever. Amen.

——
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr.
WILSON) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina led
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

HEAR YOUR GENERALS, MR.
PRESIDENT, AND END THE WAR
IN IRAQ

(Ms. SHEA-PORTER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. SHEA-PORTER. We are at the
anniversary of the beginning of the war
in Iraq. Things are not going well. Our
troops are strained. Our generals are
speaking to the President of the United
States, who does not seem to be listen-
ing. I would like to read this to the
President of the United States on this
day.

General Peter Pace, chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, was asked last
month by a House panel whether he
was comfortable with the preparedness
of Army units in the United States, he
stated simply: “No, I am not com-
fortable.”” Mr. President, that is one of
your generals. General Peter
Schoomaker, Army Chief of Staff, tes-
tified before the Senate Armed Serv-
ices Committee on Thursday: ‘“We have
a strategy right now that is outstrip-
ping the means to execute it.”” Mr.
President, that is one of your generals.

The Army Vice Chief of Staff, Gen-
eral Richard Cody, described as
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“‘stark’ the level of readiness of Army
units in the United States which would
be called on if another war breaks out.
The readiness continues to decline of
our next-to-deploy forces, Cody told
the House Armed Services Committee
Readiness Panel last week.

Mr. President, hear your generals
and end this war now.

———
IN SUPPORT OF VICTORY

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, as we stand here
today, the Iraqi people enjoy a freedom
and sense of self-government they were
not afforded 4 years ago. Since the
United States originally liberated the
Iraqis, they have established a democ-
racy, ratified a constitution, and elect-
ed a representative government. Such
rights were denied under the totali-
tarian regime of Saddam Hussein.

General David Petraeus, the new
commander of coalition forces in Iraq,
is an expert in fighting insurgencies by
murderers who defy laws of war. Our
military officials have made necessary
adjustments, and we are seeing signs of
progress. Cutting funding, limiting re-
inforcements and setting artificial
timetables only serve to undermine
this end. Together, as Democrats and
Republicans, we must achieve victory
in Iraq to achieve victory in the global
war on terrorism to protect American
families. We must face the terrorists
overseas, or we will face them again in
the streets of America.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September 11.

————

COMMUNICATION FROM STAFF
MEMBER OF HON. RICK LARSEN,
MEMBER OF CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from Luke Loeffler, Commu-
nity Representative, Office of the Hon-
orable Rick Larsen, Member of
Congress:

OFFICE OF RICK LARSEN,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, March 12, 2007.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker, U.S. House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: This is to notify
you formally, pursuant to Rule VIII of the
Rules of the House of Representatives, that I
have been served with a subpoena, issued by
the Municipal Court of the City of Bel-
lingham, Whatcom County, Washington, for
testimony in a criminal case.

After consultation with the Office of Gen-
eral Counsel, I have determined that compli-
ance with the subpoena is consistent with
the precedents and privileges of the House.

Sincerely,
LUKE LOEFFLER,
Community Representative.

——————

COMMUNICATION FROM HON. RICK
LARSEN, MEMBER OF CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
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nication from the Honorable Rick
Larsen, Member of Congress:
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, March 15, 2007.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker, U.S. House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: This is to notify
you formally, pursuant to Rule VIII of the
Rules of the House of Representatives, that I
have received a subpoena, issued in the Mu-
nicipal Court of the City of Bellingham,
Whatcom County, Washington, for testimony
in a criminal cases.

I do not appear to have any relevant or
material testimony to offer. Accordingly,
after consultation with the Office of General
Counsel, I have determined that compliance
with the subpoenas is inconsistent with the
precedents and privileges of the House.

Sincerely,
RICK LARSEN,
Member of Congress.
———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE OF-
FICE OF THE SERGEANT AT
ARMS

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from Don Kellaher, Assistant
Sergeant at Arms, Office of the Ser-
geant at Arms, U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives:

OFFICE OF THE SERGEANT AT ARMS,

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, March 19, 2007.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker, U.S. House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: This is to formally
notify you, pursuant to Rule VIII of the
Rules of the House of Representatives, that I
have been served with an administrative sub-
poena for testimony issued by the Office of
Compliance of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives.

After consulting with the Office of General
Counsel, I will make the determinations re-
quired by House Rule VIII.

Sincerely,
DON KELLAHER,
Assistant Sergeant at Arms.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote is objected to under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today.

———

RECOGNIZING IMPORTANCE OF
HOT SPRINGS NATIONAL PARK
ON ITS 175TH ANNIVERSARY

Mr. GRIJALVA. Madam Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 138) recognizing
the importance of Hot Springs Na-
tional Park on its 175th anniversary.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 138

Whereas the concept in the United States

of setting aside a nationally significant
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place for the future enjoyment of its citizens
was first implemented 175 years ago in Hot
Springs, Arkansas, with the creation of the
Hot Springs Reservation, which protected 47
area hot springs;

Whereas the Act that created the Hot
Springs Reservation, entitled ‘“An Act au-
thorizing the governor of the territory of Ar-
kansas to lease the salt springs, in said terri-
tory, and for other purposes’’, approved April
20, 1832 (4 Stat. 505), required that ‘‘the hot
springs in said territory, together with four
sections of land, including said springs, as
near the centre thereof as may be, shall be
reserved for the future disposal of the United
States, and shall not be entered, located, or
appropriated, for any other purpose what-
ever’’;

Whereas the Hot Springs Reservation was
the first protected area in the Nation;

Whereas the Act creating the Hot Springs
Reservation preceded both the establishment
of the Department of the Interior in 1849 and
the establishment of Yellowstone National
Park as the first national park in 1872;

Whereas the Hot Springs Reservation was
renamed Hot Springs National Park in 1921
and became America’s 18th national park;
and

Whereas the tradition of preservation and
conservation that developed into the Na-
tional Park System, which now includes 390
units, began with the Act that created the
Hot Springs Reservation: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That on this 175th anniversary of
the Act of Congress that created the Hot
Springs Reservation, the House of Represent-
atives recognizes the important contribution
of the Hot Springs Reservation and Hot
Springs National Park to the history of con-
servation in the United States.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
izona (Mr. GRIJALVA) and the gen-
tleman from Utah (Mr. BISHOP) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Arizona.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GRIJALVA. Madam Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on the bill under
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arizona?

There was no objection.

Mr. GRIJALVA. House Resolution
138, introduced by my colleague, the
gentleman from Arkansas, Representa-
tive MIKE Ro0sS, would express a rec-
ognition by the House of Representa-
tives of the importance of the Hot
Springs National Park on its 175th an-
niversary.

Most people know that Yellowstone
is our first national park, but more
than 40 years before Yellowstone was
established as a park, Congress set
aside 2,529 acres in the Ouachita Moun-
tains of Arkansas to preserve 47 hot
springs located there.

The law was enacted at the request of
the General Assembly of the Territory
of Arkansas and signed by President
Andrew Jackson on April 20, 1832. That
made the Hot Springs Reservation the
first nationally protected parkland.

The reservation was turned over to
the Department of the Interior when
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